
2019 Brain Cancer SPORE Mid-Winter Workshop 
Hosted by University of California, Los Angeles 
UCLA Meyer & Renee Luskin Conference Center 

425 Westwood Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90095 
 
 

Thursday, January 31, 2019 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM Cocktails & Hors d'oeuvre 

Reception 
 Exploration 

Room 
 
 
Friday, February 1, 2019 
7:00 AM – 8:00 AM Breakfast  Plateia 

8:00 AM – 8:10 AM Welcome/Introduction Linda Liau Laureate 
Room 

8:10 AM – 8:30 AM NIH/NCI Update Toby Hecht, Julia Arnold  

8:30 AM – 8:40 AM NCI Coordinating Center for 
Clinical Trials 

Abdul Tawab-Amiri  

8:40 AM – 9:20 AM Keynote Address: "Drug 
Discovery in Academia:  Some 
Success Stories." 

Michael Jung  

9:20 AM – 9:30 AM Break   

9:30 AM – 10:30 AM DF/HCC/MGH SPORE in Brain 
Cancer 

Tracy Batchelor  

10:30 AM – 11:30 AM MD Anderson Brain Cancer 
SPORE 

Fred Lang  

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM Panel Discussion A – 
Biospecimen Derivatives: Tissue 
Procurement, Biorepository, and 
Animal Xenografts 
 
Moderator: William Yong 

Craig Horbinski (Northwestern) 
Jason Huse (MD Anderson) 

Roger McLendon (Duke) 

Joanna Phillips (UCSF) 

Caterina Giannini (Mayo) 
Karen Wright (DF/HCC/MGH) 

William Yong (UCLA) 

 

12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Lunch  Plateia 

1:30 PM – 2:30 PM UCSF Brain Tumor SPORE  Mitch Berger Laureate 
Room 

2:30 PM – 3:30 PM Duke SPORE in Brain Cancer Francis Ali-Osman  

3:30 PM – 4:30 PM UCLA SPORE in Brain Cancer  Linda Liau  

4:30 PM – 6:00 PM Panel Discussion B – BMSC-
SPORE Clinical Trials 
Discussion  
 
Moderators: Tracy Batchelor & 
Timothy Cloughesy 

Bhupinder Mann (NCI/CTEP/BMSC) 
Malcolm Smith (NCI/CTEP/BMSC) 
Abdul Tawab-Amiri (NCI) 
Stuart Grossman (ABTC) 
Burt Nabors (ABTC) 

 



Patrick Wen (ABTC) 
Eva Galanis (Alliance) 

Michael Volgelbaum (NRG)  

Daphne Haas-Kogan (PNOC) 
Michelle Monje (PBTC) 

Kathy Warren (PBTC) 

6:00 PM – 6:30 PM Break   

6:30 PM – 9:00 PM Cocktails and Dinner  Optimist 
Room 

 
 
Saturday, February 2, 2019 
7:00 AM – 8:00 AM Breakfast  Plateia 

8:00 AM – 9:00 AM Mayo Clinic Brain Cancer 
SPORE 

Jann Sarkaria Laureate 
Room 

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM Northwestern Brain Tumor 
SPORE  

C. David James  

10:00 AM – 10:20 AM Break   

10:20 AM – 11:20 AM Panel Discussion C – 
Biomarkers of Response: 
Neuroimaging and Immune 
Monitoring 
 
Moderators: Benjamin Ellingson 
& Robert Prins 

Nathalie Agar (DF/HCC/MGH) 
David Ashley (Duke) 

Daniel Brat (Northwestern) 

Susan Chang (UCSF) 
Benjamin Ellingson/Robert Prins 
(UCLA) 

David Piwnica-Worms (MD 
Anderson) 

 

11:20 AM – 12:20 PM Panel Discussion D – Big Data: 
Biostatistics, Bioinformatics, and 
Clinical Data Management 
 
Moderator: Matteo Pellegrini 

Annette Molinaro (UCSF) 
Matteo Pellegrini (UCLA) 

Denise Scholtens (Northwestern) 

 

12:20 AM – 12:30 PM Final Remarks Linda Liau  

12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Lunch  Plateia 
 


